Hawa Rahman

Teaching Philosophy

I believe in giving every student the opportunity to learn and grow through visual arts. Whether
they’re connecting art to other subjects or building core skills in creativity and design, I want them to
experience how art helps us understand the world in new ways. By fostering curiosity and personal

growth, I aim to spark a deeper appreciation for learning that extends beyond the classroom.

I believe every student deserves the chance to expand their knowledge in their field of interest
using visual arts. Visual arts is a perfect collection of stepping stones in interdisciplinary studies. Whether
it's drawing out a problem in math class, or designing a poster for science, I believe every student will
benefit from learning the core skills of the elements of art and the principles of design. Learning about
visual arts only grows the appreciation for the world around us, and I believe instilling that appreciation

will in turn bring near a love of learning.

All students have different strengths and learning capabilities. It is my job as an educator to gear
the curriculum to each of the students’ needs. I believe that the best form of teaching all students is to use
Liberationism, allowing the student to be in charge of their own learning experience as I act as a guide for
them to reach their end goal. With asking the right questions, students have the ability to flourish as
individuals. I will tell when students are successful when they can tap into their own potential and

motivate themselves to create without assistance and draw connections between ideas to solve problems.

Reflecting on my own experience as a student, I acknowledge that the learning environment
needs to have exceptional care and attention granted to the students. No word, no action should be taken
or spoken without the utmost thoughtfulness and consideration involved. I believe that a vigilant regard
will help me to develop and maintain positive relationships with my students. Through this care and
consistency of language and behavior, a foundation of trust between the teacher and the students will be
formed. The most anyone learns is when they take a risk. How can someone take a risk without a certain
level of trust? If trust is established, where the learning environment acts as the bungee cords of the dive

into new ideas, then a love of learning is guaranteed to emerge!

After trust has been established, students can focus on creating new ideas by using simple
instructional guidelines and support from me as the educator. In this learning space, the question of “what
is art?” will always be surrounding us. Students will be challenged to think outside of the box and explore

new meanings of art. Ideas and norms will be brought to light and why we do what we do will be



challenged. Is it the most efficient it can possibly be? How can we make it better? Students will be
observed and assessed by how often they put effort into their ideas, putting an emphasis on personal
growth rather than a perceived notion of perfection. Students will be assessed through their research
efforts, exploration of ideas, and processes, and communication of progress throughout their creative

journey.

My goal is to foster an environment where students feel confident to explore their own ideas and
challenge themselves. By guiding them thoughtfully and encouraging their creativity, I want to help them

discover their potential, focus on growth, and make connections that drive their learning forward.
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